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CANNINGS PURPLE CHAIRMAN — LIBERAL PARTY PRESIDENT 

574. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the election of the chairman of the lobbyist firm Cannings Purple, Norman Moore, to the position of 
state Liberal Party president. 

Mr P.T. Miles interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I will repeat the question: I refer to the election of the chairman of lobbyist firm Cannings 
Purple, Hon Norman Moore, to the position of state Liberal Party president. 

(1) Will the Premier require his ministers to register all meetings with his party president from now on? 

(2) If not, how can the Premier or the people of Western Australia have confidence in the Premier’s 
ministers to make any decision in an area in which a client of Cannings Purple has an interest? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) I am surprised this question took so long to come. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Victoria Park! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will then make a contrast in standards when I answer this question. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: First, I congratulate Hon Norman Moore on his election as party president of the Liberal 
Party and wish him well. It is a responsible, unpaid position, and I am sure he will do a very good job. Last 
week, when it was fairly obvious that Norman Moore would be elected party president, I called in the Public 
Sector Commissioner to discuss with him the implications of what that could mean. I had already made up my 
mind about what should happen, but I wanted to discuss that with the commissioner. He broadly agreed, but it 
was my decision. I informed cabinet on Monday that any discussions with Hon Norman Moore relating to 
government policy or government activity from a government, ministerial and ministerial office point of view 
would be treated as though he were a lobbyist. I understand that Norman Moore says he does not engage directly 
in lobbying activities, which is up to him, but any contact with government ministers will be recorded as though 
it were contact from a registered lobbyist. That is so there can be no doubt about that. It will be documented, 
recorded and maintained. As I said, cabinet ministers were informed of that on Monday. Instruction went out to 
ministerial offices today reiterating that and making it very clear. All ministers have been told that. That is how a 
proper government behaves when there is a potential conflict of interest, which is in sharp contrast to a 
politically motivated, biased and inaccurate report of a committee chaired by the member for Girrawheen. 

Point of Order 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I draw the Speaker’s attention to standing order 92. Mr Speaker, you know, as well as the 
Premier knows that if a member is going to impute the integrity of a sitting member of Parliament, it is done by 
way of a substantive motion. I tell the Premier again to bring on the motion so that we can have the debate about 
the member for Girrawheen and the member for Vasse. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Have the courage, Premier, to bring on the debate. I dare you! 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Is that a supplementary question? 
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